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This paralyzed situation in the conquered country
continued as late as the spring of 1919; but nothing
seemed to happen. The Allies were in military occupa-
tion of Constantinople and certain other strategic points
but they did little in the way of enforcing their will upon
the Turks; moreover they failed to work together. Time
after time, the separate desires of the British, French,
and Italians in turn were balked "by the other two. This
division made the Turks more at home, but they could
not believe that there was even a chance of making a
successful recovery against the victors. *
fThe blame for this delay can be traced clearly to Allied
secret agreements made during wartime. The Paris
Peace Conference had its first meeting on January 18,
1919, but nothing was done in regard to the Near Eastern
situation with any definiteness until the Treaty of Sevres,
signed on August 10, 1920. Naturally the intensive con-
sideration of the Turkish peace terms was postponed
until the final treaties with the Central Powers were out
of the way, but the various pacts, largely unpublished,
were a hindrance to all postwar decisions. Mr. Bay
Stannard Baker ("Woodrow "Wilson and World Settle-
ment") has stated that the secret Pact of London, which
was the condition under which Italy entered the war,
was the chief stumbling block and took up more time than
anything else in the Paris Conference. Interesting was
the testimony of a former member of the British foreign
office, Lord Eustace Percy: "For weeks and months
during the Paris Conference, we delayed making, I do
not say a settlement, but in giving any consideration to
the Turkish question. It was a question which had been
discussed in some detail both in the Departments here
and internationally with certain of our Allies before
the Armistice. It had been made the subject of inter-
national agreements, of the merits of which I say nothing

